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We are often told that the Victorians were far less violent than their forebears: over the course of the
nineteenth century, violent sports were mostly outlawed, violent crime, including homicide, began to decline,
and bodily punishments, including hanging, were increasingly hidden from public view. They were also
much more respectable, and actively sought orderly, uplifting, domestic and refined pastimes. Yet these were
the very same people who celebrated the exceptionally violent careers of anti-heroes such as the brutal
puppet Punch and the murderous barber Sweeney Todd.

Violent Victorians tackles this incongruity head on, drawing attention to the wide range of gruesome, bloody
and confronting amusements and pastimes, patronised by ordinary Londoners, that did not conform to the
values of respectability which we so often claim characterised Victorian culture. From the turn of the
nineteenth century, graphic, yet orderly, 're-enactments' of high-level violence, with foundations in fact and
fiction, flourished in travelling entertainments, penny broadsides, popular theatres, cheap instalment fiction
and Sunday newspapers. This book explores the ways in which violent representations siphoned off much of
the actual violence that had hitherto been expressed in all manner of social and political dealings, thus
providing a crucial accompaniment to schemes for the reformation of manners and the taming of the streets,
while also serving as a check on the growing cultural hegemony of the middle class.

Violent Victorians will appeal to scholars in a range of disciplines, from history and literature, to cultural
studies, media studies and criminology, as well as anyone with an interest in the Victorian period or in the
function of violent entertainments.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Woodyard:

The book Violent Victorians: Popular entertainment in nineteenth-century London make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Violent Victorians: Popular entertainment in nineteenth-century London to get your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Violent Victorians: Popular entertainment in
nineteenth-century London. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Kristin Walker:

The book Violent Victorians: Popular entertainment in nineteenth-century London can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Violent
Victorians: Popular entertainment in nineteenth-century London? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book Violent Victorians: Popular entertainment in nineteenth-century London has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by
open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Judy Bowen:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Violent Victorians:
Popular entertainment in nineteenth-century London that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you may pick Violent Victorians: Popular entertainment in nineteenth-
century London become your starter.

Nicholas Williams:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Violent Victorians:
Popular entertainment in nineteenth-century London which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try



out this book? Let's view.
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