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“Lerner [is] among the most promising young poets now writing.”—Publishers Weekly

“Sharp, ambitious, and impressive.” —Boston Review

National Book Award finalist Ben Lerner turns to science once again for his guiding metaphor. “Mean free
path” is the average distance a particle travels before colliding with another particle. The poems in Lerner’s
third collection are full of layered collisions—repetitions, fragmentations, stutters, re-combinations—that
track how language threatens to break up or change course under the emotional pressures of the utterance.
And then there’s the larger collision of love, and while Lerner questions whether love poems are even
possible, he composes a gorgeous, symphonic, and complicated one.

You startled me. I thought you were sleeping
In the traditional sense. I like looking
At anything under glass, especially
Glass. You called me. Like overheard
Dreams. I’m writing this one as a woman
Comfortable with failure. I promise I will never
But the predicate withered. If you are
Uncomfortable seeing this as portraiture
Close your eyes. No, you startled

Ben Lerner is the author of three books of poetry and was named a finalist for the National Book Award for
his second book, Angle of Yaw. He holds degrees from Brown University, co-founded No: a journal of the
arts, and teaches at the University of Pittsburgh.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Weston:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will
want this Mean Free Path.

Stanley Roman:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Mean Free Path to read.

Celina Ziolkowski:

The publication untitled Mean Free Path is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality
of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Mean Free Path
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Michael Jones:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Mean Free Path can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short spare
time problems.
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