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As the Israeli-Palestinian conflict persists, aspiring peacemakers continue to search for the precise territorial
dividing line that will satisfy both Israeli and Palestinian nationalist demands. The prevailing view assumes
that this struggle is nothing more than a dispute over real estate. Defining Neighbors boldly challenges this
view, shedding new light on how Zionists and Arabs understood each other in the earliest years of Zionist
settlement in Palestine and suggesting that the current singular focus on boundaries misses key elements of
the conflict.

Drawing on archival documents as well as newspapers and other print media from the final decades of
Ottoman rule, Jonathan Gribetz argues that Zionists and Arabs in pre–World War I Palestine and the broader
Middle East did not think of one another or interpret each other’s actions primarily in terms of territory or
nationalism. Rather, they tended to view their neighbors in religious terms—as Jews, Christians, or
Muslims—or as members of “scientifically” defined races—Jewish, Arab, Semitic, or otherwise. Gribetz
shows how these communities perceived one another, not as strangers vying for possession of a land that
each regarded as exclusively their own, but rather as deeply familiar, if at times mythologized or distorted,
others. Overturning conventional wisdom about the origins of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Gribetz
demonstrates how the seemingly intractable nationalist contest in Israel and Palestine was, at its start,
conceived of in very different terms.

Courageous and deeply compelling, Defining Neighbors is a landmark book that fundamentally recasts our
understanding of the modern Jewish-Arab encounter and of the Middle East conflict today.
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From reader reviews:

Marlene Childs:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and
the Early Zionist-Arab Encounter (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World)
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with
you?

Christine Erhart:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and the Early Zionist-Arab
Encounter (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) this e-book consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

James Cansler:

You can get this Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and the Early Zionist-Arab Encounter (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose suitable ways for you.

Clarice Johnson:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the



world. By book Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and the Early Zionist-Arab Encounter (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) we can get more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Defining Neighbors:
Religion, Race, and the Early Zionist-Arab Encounter (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to
the Modern World). You can more inviting than now.
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