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Essay from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: A-, Bread Loaf School of
English, Middlebury College (Bread Loaf School of English), course: 19th Century American literature and
the West, 2 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The essay describes the hard life Susan
Shelby Magoffin had to face when accomanying her new husband down the Santa Fe trail in 1846. The
journey changes her. The high spirited young wife soon notices that neither her marriage nor her travels are
the way she expected them to be. The paper reveals how Magoffin's diary mirrors the transformation of her
personality. When Susan Shelby Magoffin left ‘civilization’ in June 1846, she was animated to accompany
her newly-wed husband to Santa Fe and even further South. Yet, her journey and her marriage are not what
she expected them to be. Her diary gives an insight into the great expectations she first had and leaves the
reader with the impression of a hopelessly sick, sad or even depressed women by the end of her diary. Down
the Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico shows a female who is trying to get used to the New World. She is one of
many English- speaking woman who “from the early decades of the seventeenth century onward, […]
struggled to find some alternate set of images through which to make their own unique accommodation to
the strange and sometimes forbidding landscape” (Kolodny 3). Whether or not she managed her new life will
be depicted in this paper. Are there any discrepancies between her early entries and the ones that are
recorded later? Beginning her diary with the words: “My journal tells a story tonight different from what it
has ever done before “(Magoffin1), shows how energetic she is by the idea to record her travels in her diary.
She is an educated young woman and has already red about travelling West, since she at one time feels like
The Oregon Pioneers (Magoffin 23) or compares her journey with the ones Greg has recorded. Further, her
first diary entry shows that she sees herself as if she were in a theatre play. “The curtain raises now with a
new scene. […] Act 2nd, literally and truly. From the city of New York to the Plains of Mexico, is a stride
that I myself can scarcely realize” (Magoffin1).
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From reader reviews:

Allen Reilley:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From
the fantasy of the west to daily experience? as the daily resource information.

James Sanford:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of the west to daily experience?, you can tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a publication.

Marion Driskell:

The guide with title The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of the west to daily experience?
includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Jerry Brower:

Beside this kind of The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of the west to daily experience? in
your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of
the west to daily experience? because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful



island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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