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Banish awkward silences, boring weather talk, or (worst of all) the embarrassing conversation gaff
with this pithy, hilarious guide to effortless party banter.

We’ve all been there. You’re at a party, surrounded by the most important people in your life. You’re cool.
You’re casual. You’re witty and urbane. Until suddenly, quite unexpectedly, things take a turn for the worse
when a subject thought to be common knowledge is lobbed your way. A hush falls over the room and every
head seems to swivel expectantly in your direction.
[ART: SET THESE OFF IN A DIFFERENT COLOR?]
“Rasputin. Sure, Rasputin. The Russian guy, right? Who . . . who . . . whooooo was Russian.”

“Che Guevara? You mean the dancer?”

“Oh my God! Mao Tse-tung? They have the best chicken with cashews!”
The Concise Guide to Sounding Smart at Parties was written with just this moment in mind. In fourteen
pain-free, laughter-filled chapters, authors David Matalon and Chris Woolsey brush away years of cobwebs
on subjects as wide-ranging as the typical round of Jeopardy: war, science, politics, philosophy, the arts,
business, literature, music, religion, and more.
Armed with The Concise Guide to Sounding Smart at Parties, you’ll know that Chicago Seven wasn’t a boy
band, Martin Luther never fought for civil rights, and Franz Kafka isn’t German for “I have a bad cold.”
You’ll be the smart one who’s the center of conversation—and nothing beats that feeling.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Dixon:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Concise Guide to
Sounding Smart at Parties: An Irreverent Compendium of Must-Know Info from Sputnik to Smallpox and
Marie Curie to Mao, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Robert Younger:

The Concise Guide to Sounding Smart at Parties: An Irreverent Compendium of Must-Know Info from
Sputnik to Smallpox and Marie Curie to Mao can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Concise Guide to Sounding Smart at
Parties: An Irreverent Compendium of Must-Know Info from Sputnik to Smallpox and Marie Curie to Mao
yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Maritza Kress:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is The Concise Guide to Sounding Smart at Parties: An Irreverent
Compendium of Must-Know Info from Sputnik to Smallpox and Marie Curie to Mao this guide consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Jennifer Smith:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Concise Guide to Sounding Smart at Parties: An



Irreverent Compendium of Must-Know Info from Sputnik to Smallpox and Marie Curie to Mao was bright
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Concise Guide to Sounding Smart at
Parties: An Irreverent Compendium of Must-Know Info from Sputnik to Smallpox and Marie Curie to Mao
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading that.
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