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Considers the work of nineteenth-century theologian Ibrahim al-Bajuri and contests the notion of intellectual
decline in Islamic thought from the thirteenth through nineteenth centuries.

This is a rare study of a late premodern Islamic thinker, Ibrahim al- B?j?r?, a nineteenth-century scholar and
rector of Cairo’s al-Azhar University. Aaron Spevack explores al- B?j?r?’s legal, theological, and mystical
thought, highlighting its originality and vibrancy in relation to the millennium of scholarship that preceded
and informed it, and also detailing its continuing legacy. The book makes a case for the normativity of the
Gabrielian Paradigm, the study of law, rational theology, and Sufism, in the person of al- B?j?r?. Soon after
his death in 1860, this typical pattern of scholarship would face significant challenges from modernists,
reformers, and fundamentalists. Spevack challenges beliefs that rational theology, syllogistic logic, and
Sufism were not part of the predominant conception of orthodox scholarship and shows this scholarly
archetype has not disappeared as an ideal. In addition, the book contests prevailing beliefs in academic and
Muslim circles about intellectual decline from the thirteenth through nineteenth centuries.

“Spevack’s trailblazing book is a lucid survey and deep analysis of the works and ideas of al-B?j?r?.
Spevack shows precisely how al-B?j?r? served as an ‘archetypal’ Sunn? scholar. In the process, he succeeds
in evoking the subtlety, sophistication, and dynamism of the postclassical Islamic traditions of theology,
mysticism, and jurisprudence.” — Robert Wisnovsky, McGill University

“Here is a readable and comprehensive introduction to the intellectual production of one of the last giants of
the Sunn? legal tradition in the nineteenth century. Sensitive to the scholar’s strong affiliation with a
millennium-long tradition, this introduction will be appreciated by seasoned scholars and newcomers alike.”
— Ahmad Atif Ahmad, University of California, Santa Barbara

“Spevack’s book is an important corrective to Eurocentric narratives of the nineteenth century that focus
solely on Islamic thinkers whose main concern is with European ‘modernity’ and its challenges while
breezily ignoring the continuing tradition of madrasah scholarship in the modern period.” — Khaled El-
Rouayheb, Harvard University

Aaron Spevack is Assistant Professor of Religion at Colgate University. He translated and annotated Ghazali
on the Principles of Islamic Spirituality: Selections from The Forty Foundations of Religion—Annotated and
Explained.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Diehl:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Archetypal
Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lisa Martin:

This The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri usually are
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Archetypal Sunni
Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri can be on the list of great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information
that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Archetypal Sunni
Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Adele Yeager:

The book untitled The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-
Bajuri contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.

Christopher Evan:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and
Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
that.
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