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Today hundreds of thousands of Americans carry pacemakers and implantable cardioverter-defibrillators
(ICDs) within their bodies. These battery-powered machines -- small computers, in fact -- deliver electricity
to the heart to correct dangerous disorders of the heartbeat. But few doctors, patients, or scholars know the
history of these devices or how "heart-rhythm management" evolved into a multi-billion-dollar
manufacturing and service industry. Machines in Our Hearts tells the story of these two implantable medical
devices. Kirk Jeffrey, a historian of science and technology, traces the development of knowledge about the
human heartbeat and follows surgeons, cardiologists, and engineers as they invent and test a variety of
electronic devices. Numerous small manufacturing firms jumped into pacemaker production but eventually
fell by the wayside, leaving only three American companies in the business today. Jeffrey profiles pioneering
heart surgeons, inventors from the realms of engineering and medical research, and business leaders who
built heart-rhythm management into an industry with thousands of employees and annual revenues in the
hundreds of millions. As Jeffrey shows, the pacemaker (first implanted in 1958) and the ICD (1980) embody
a paradox of high-tech health care: these technologies are effective and reliable but add billions to the
nation's medical bill because of the huge growth in the number of patients who depend on implanted devices
to manage their heartbeats.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Machines in Our Hearts? Maybe
it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Michael Thompson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Machines in Our Hearts book is readable by you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Machines in Our Hearts content conveys
prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Machines in Our Hearts is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Lillie Corley:

The particular book Machines in Our Hearts has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this article book.

Heather Bly:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Machines in Our Hearts that give
your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world.
It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to
pick Machines in Our Hearts become your own personal starter.
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