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Challenging the prevailing belief that Mark Twain’s position on religion hovered somewhere between
skepticism and outright heresy, Lawrence Berkove and Joseph Csicsila marshal biographical details of
Twain’s life alongside close readings of his work to explore the religious faith of America’s most beloved
writer and humorist. They conclude not only that religion was an important factor in Twain’s life but also
that the popular conception of Twain as agnostic, atheist, or apostate is simply wrong.  

Heretical Fictions is the first full-length study to assess the importance of Twain’s heretical Calvinism as the
foundation of his major works, bringing to light important thematic ties that connect the author’s early work
to his high period and from there to his late work. Berkove and Csicsila set forth the main elements of
Twain’s “countertheological” interpretation of Calvinism and analyze in detail the way it shapes five of his
major books—Roughing It, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, A Connecticut
Yankee in King Arthur's Court, and No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger—as well as some of his major short
stories. The result is a ground-breaking and unconventional portrait of a seminal figure in American letters.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has several
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do that.
You must know how great and also important the book Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark
Twain. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Lourdes Tyner:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark
Twain had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The publication Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain is not
only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Heretical Fictions:
Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Louise O\'Neill:

Here thing why this specific Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide
that similar with Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Heretical Fictions:
Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain in e-book can be your alternate.

Irene Navarro:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Heretical Fictions: Religion in
the Literature of Mark Twain is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.
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