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"The evil that men do" has been chronicled for thousands of years on the European stage, and perhaps
nowhere else is human fear of our own evil more detailed than in its personifications in theater. Early writers
used theater to communicate human experiences and to display reverence for the gods governing daily life.
Playwrights from Euripides onward sought inspiration from this interplay between the worldly and the
occult, using human belief in the divine to govern characters' actions within a dramatic arena. The constant
adherence to the supernatural, despite changing religious ideologies over the centuries, testifies to a deep and
continuing belief in the ability of a higher power to interfere in human life. Stages of Evil is the first book to
examine the representation and relationship of evil and the occult from the prehistoric origins of drama
through to the present day. Drawing on examples of magic, astronomy, demonology, possession, exorcism,
fairies, vampires, witchcraft, hauntings, and voodoo, author Robert Lima explores how theater shaped
American and European perceptions of the occult and how the dramatic works studied here reflect society
back upon itself at different points in history. From representations of Dionysian rites in ancient Greece, to
the Mouth of Hell in the Middle Ages, to the mystical cabalistic life of the Hasidic Jews, to the witchcraft
and magic of the Elizabethan and Jacobean stage, Lima traces the recurrence of supernatural motifs in
pivotal plays and performance works of the Western tradition. Considering numerous myths and cultural
artifacts, such as the "wild man," he describes the evolution and continual representation of supernatural
archetypes on the modern stage. He also discusses the sociohistorical implications of Christian and pagan
representations of evil and the theatrical creativity that occultism has engendered. Delving into his own
theatrical, literary, folkloric, and travel experiences to enhance his observations, Lima assays the complex
world of occultism and examines diverse works of Western theater and drama. A unique and comprehensive
bibliography of European and American plays concludes the study and facilitates further research into the
realm of the social and literary impact of the occult.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Lopez:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book Stages of Evil: Occultism in Western Theater and Drama
(Studies in Romance Languages) has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Stages of Evil: Occultism in Western
Theater and Drama (Studies in Romance Languages) is not only giving you far more new information but
also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with the book Stages of Evil: Occultism in Western Theater and Drama (Studies in
Romance Languages). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Steven Thomas:

The book Stages of Evil: Occultism in Western Theater and Drama (Studies in Romance Languages) has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Grady Comer:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Stages
of Evil: Occultism in Western Theater and Drama (Studies in Romance Languages) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Stages of Evil: Occultism in Western Theater and
Drama (Studies in Romance Languages) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Cheryl Burnett:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Stages of Evil:
Occultism in Western Theater and Drama (Studies in Romance Languages) which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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