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What are we to make of contemporary newspapers in Japan speculating about the possible connection
between aquatic creatures and earthquakes? Of a city council deciding to issue evacuation advice based on
observed animal behavior? Why, between 1977 and 1993, did Japan’s government spend taxpayer money to
observe catfish in aquariums as part of its mandate to fund earthquake prediction research? All of these
actions are direct legacies of the 1855 Ansei Edo earthquake, one of the major natural disasters of the period.
In his investigation of the science, politics, and lore of seismic events in Japan, Gregory Smits examines this
earthquake in a broad historical context.

The Ansei Edo earthquake shook the shogun’s capital during a year of special religious significance and at a
time of particularly vigorous seismic activity. It was also a turning point because, according to the prevailing
understanding of earthquakes at the time, it should never have happened. Many Japanese, therefore, became
receptive to new ideas about the causes of earthquakes as well as to the notion that by observing some
phenomena—for example, the behavior of catfish—one might determine when an earthquake would strike.
All subsequent major earthquakes in Japan resulted in claims, always made after the fact, that certain
phenomena had been signs of the impending catastrophe. Indeed, earthquake prediction in Japan from 1855
to the present has largely consisted of amassing collections of alleged or possible precursor phenomena. In
addition, the Ansei Edo earthquake served as a catalyst accelerating socio-political trends already underway.
It revealed bakufu military weaknesses and enhanced the prestige of the imperial deity Amaterasu at the
expense of the bakufu deity Kashima.

Anyone interested in Japan, earthquakes, and natural disasters will benefit from Seismic Japan. The work
also serves as essential background for understanding the peculiar history of earthquake prediction in modern
and contemporary Japan.

Gregory Smits is associate professor of history and Asian studies at Pennsylvania State University.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Seismic Japan: The Long History and Continuing Legacy
of the Ansei Edo Earthquake. Try to make book Seismic Japan: The Long History and Continuing Legacy of
the Ansei Edo Earthquake as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Robert Hutzler:

The book Seismic Japan: The Long History and Continuing Legacy of the Ansei Edo Earthquake can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a
book Seismic Japan: The Long History and Continuing Legacy of the Ansei Edo Earthquake? Several of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Seismic Japan: The Long History and Continuing Legacy of the
Ansei Edo Earthquake has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Cottrell:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Seismic Japan: The Long History and Continuing
Legacy of the Ansei Edo Earthquake why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Betty Guinn:

This Seismic Japan: The Long History and Continuing Legacy of the Ansei Edo Earthquake is completely
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little
bit of digest in reading this Seismic Japan: The Long History and Continuing Legacy of the Ansei Edo
Earthquake can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in



the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book
is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
knowledge.
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