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In Obscene Things Naifei Ding intervenes in conventional readings of Jin Ping Mei, an early scandalous
Chinese novel of sexuality and sexual culture. After first appearing around 1590, Jin Ping Mei was circulated
among some of China’s best known writers of the time and subsequently was published in three major
recensions. A 1695 version by Zhang Zhupo became the most widely read and it is this text in particular on
which Ding focuses. Challenging the preconceptions of earlier scholarship, she highlights the fundamental
misogyny inherent in Jin Ping Mei and demonstrates how traditional biases—particularly masculine
biases—continue to inform the concerns of modern criticism and sexual politics.
The story of a seductive bondmaid-concubine, sexual opportunism, domestic intrigue, adultery and death, Jin
Ping Mei has often been critiqued based on the coherence of the text itself. Concentrating instead on the
processes of reading and on the social meaning of this novel, Ding looks at the various ways the tale has
been received since its first dissemination, particularly by critiquing the interpretations offered by
seventeenth-century Ming literati and by twentieth-century scholars. Confronting the gender politics of this
“pornographic” text, she troubles the boundaries between premodern and modern readings by engaging
residual and emergent Chinese gender and hierarchic ideologies.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Morris:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any
book Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei. You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Carmela Randle:

The feeling that you get from Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei will be the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to recognise but Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the
item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei instantly.

Bertha Franke:

The e-book untitled Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei is the reserve that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Cathy Lantz:

The book untitled Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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