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Elements of Sonata Theory is a comprehensive, richly detailed rethinking of the basic principles of sonata
form in the decades around 1800. This foundational study draws upon the joint strengths of current music
history and music theory to outline a new, up-to-date paradigm for understanding the compositional choices
found in the instrumental works of Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, and their contemporaries: sonatas, chamber
music, symphonies, overtures, and concertos. In so doing, it also lays out the indispensable groundwork for
anyone wishing to confront the later adaptations and deformations of these basic structures in the nineteenth
and earlier twentieth centuries.

Combining insightful music analysis, contemporary genre theory, and provocative hermeneutic turns, the
book brims over with original ideas, bold and fresh ways of awakening the potential meanings within a
familiar musical repertory. Sonata Theory grasps individual compositions-and each of the individual
moments within them-as creative dialogues with an implicit conceptual background of flexible, ever-
changing historical norms and patterns. These norms may be recreated as constellations "compositional
defaults," any of which, however, may be stretched, strained, or overridden altogether for individualized
structural or expressive purposes. This book maps out the terrain of that conceptual background, against
which what actually happens-or does not happen-in any given piece may be assessed and measured.

The Elements guides the reader through the standard (and less-than-standard) formatting possibilities within
each compositional space in sonata form, while also emphasizing the fundamental role played by processes
of large-scale circularity, or "rotation," in the crucially important ordering of musical modules over an entire
movement. The book also illuminates new ways of understanding codas and introductions, of confronting the
generating processes of minor-mode sonatas, and of grasping the arcs of multimovement cycles as wholes.
Its final chapters provide individual studies of alternative sonata types, including "binary" sonata structures,
sonata-rondos, and the "first-movement form" of Mozart's concertos.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Reeves:

The book Elements of Sonata Theory: Norms, Types, and Deformations in the Late-Eighteenth-Century
Sonata give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject.
If you can make looking at a book Elements of Sonata Theory: Norms, Types, and Deformations in the Late-
Eighteenth-Century Sonata being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and
read a reserve Elements of Sonata Theory: Norms, Types, and Deformations in the Late-Eighteenth-Century
Sonata. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Carla Heyward:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Elements of Sonata Theory: Norms, Types, and Deformations in the Late-Eighteenth-Century
Sonata.

Dolores Mann:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Elements of Sonata
Theory: Norms, Types, and Deformations in the Late-Eighteenth-Century Sonata, you may enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Irma Lovern:

This Elements of Sonata Theory: Norms, Types, and Deformations in the Late-Eighteenth-Century Sonata is
brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Elements of Sonata Theory: Norms, Types, and Deformations in the Late-
Eighteenth-Century Sonata can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the



e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life and
also knowledge.
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