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Brilliant scientific successes have helped shape our world, and are always celebrated. However, for every
victory, there are no doubt numerous little-known blunders. Neuroscientist Simon LeVay brings together a
collection of fascinating, yet shocking, stories of failure from recent scientific history in When Science Goes
Wrong.

From the fields of forensics and microbiology to nuclear physics and meteorology, in When Science Goes
Wrong LeVay shares twelve true essays illustrating a variety of ways in which the scientific process can go
awry. Failures, disasters and other negative outcomes of science can result not only from bad luck, but from
causes including failure to follow appropriate procedures and heed warnings, ethical breaches, quick pressure
to obtain results, and even fraud. Often, as LeVay notes, the greatest opportunity for notable mishaps occurs
when science serves human ends. LeVay shares these examples:

To counteract the onslaught of Parkinson’s disease, a patient undergoes cutting-edge brain surgery using●

fetal transplants, and is later found to have hair and cartilage growing inside his brain.
In 1999, NASA’s Mars Climate Orbiter spacecraft is lost due to an error in calculation, only months after●

the agency adopts a policy of “Faster, Better, Cheaper.”
Britain’s Bracknell weather forecasting team predicts two possible outcomes for a potentially violent●

system, but is pressured into releasing a ‘milder’ forecast. The BBC’s top weatherman reports there is “no
hurricane”, while later the storm hits, devastating southeast England.
Ignoring signals of an imminent eruption, scientists decide to lead a party to hike into the crater of a●

dormant volcano in Columbia, causing injury and death.

When Science Goes Wrong provides a compelling glimpse into human ambition in scientific pursuit.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled When Science Goes Wrong. Try to face the book When
Science Goes Wrong as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Quentin Ryan:

Here thing why this particular When Science Goes Wrong are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. When Science Goes Wrong giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with When Science Goes Wrong. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of When
Science Goes Wrong in e-book can be your option.

Gene Kistler:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love When Science Goes
Wrong, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Daryl Church:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book When Science Goes Wrong to make your own
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve
When Science Goes Wrong can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of these time.
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