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“When I dance, I dance; when I sleep, I sleep. And when I
am walking alone in a beautiful orchard, if my thoughts
are sometimes preoccupied elsewhere, the rest of the time I
bring them back to the walk, to the orchard, to the sweetness
of this solitude, and to me.”
—Montaigne
 
In the year 1570, at the age of thirty-seven, Michel de Montaigne gave up his job as a magistrate and retired
to his château to brood on his own private grief—the deaths of his best friend, his father, his brother, and his
firstborn child. On the ceiling of his library he inscribed a phrase from the Roman poet and philosopher
Lucretius: “There is no new pleasure to be gained by living longer.”
 
But finding his mind agitated rather than settled by this idleness, Montaigne began to write, giving birth to
the Essays—short prose explorations of an amazingly wide range of subjects. And gradually, over the course
of his writing, Montaigne rejected his stoical pessimism and turned from a philosophy of death to a
philosophy of life. He erased Lucretius’s melancholy fatalism and began to embrace the exuberant vitality of
living, finding an antidote to death in the most unlikely places—the touch of a hand, the smell of his doublet,
the playfulness of his cat, and the flavor of his wine.
 
Saul Frampton offers a celebration of perhaps the most enjoyable and yet profound of all Renaissance
writers, whose essays went on to have a huge impact on figures as diverse as Shakespeare, Emerson, and
Orson Welles, and whose thoughts, even today, offer a guide and unprecedented insight into the simple
matter of being alive.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Shad Broussard:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book When I Am Playing with My Cat,
How Do I Know That She Is Not Playing with Me?: Montaigne and Being in Touch with Life. All type of
book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Etsuko Siler:

When I Am Playing with My Cat, How Do I Know That She Is Not Playing with Me?: Montaigne and Being
in Touch with Life can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing When I Am Playing with My Cat, How Do I
Know That She Is Not Playing with Me?: Montaigne and Being in Touch with Life but doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Lawrence Abbate:

The book untitled When I Am Playing with My Cat, How Do I Know That She Is Not Playing with Me?:
Montaigne and Being in Touch with Life contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time
of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Karen Bergeron:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top record in your reading list is actually When I Am Playing with My Cat, How Do I Know That She Is Not
Playing with Me?: Montaigne and Being in Touch with Life. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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