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“In the beginning I was so young and such a stranger to myself I hardly existed. I had to go out into the
world and see it and hear it and react to it, before I knew at all who I was, what I was, what I wanted to be.”
So begins Upstream, a collection of essays in which beloved poet Mary Oliver reflects on her willingness, as
a young child and as an adult, to lose herself within the beauty and mysteries of both the natural world and
the world of literature. Emphasizing the significance of her childhood “friend” Walt Whitman, through
whose work she first understood that a poem is a temple, “a place to enter, and in which to feel,” and who
encouraged her to vanish into the world of her writing, Oliver meditates on the forces that allowed her to
create a life for herself out of work and love. As she writes, “I could not be a poet without the natural world.
Someone else could. But not me. For me the door to the woods is the door to the temple.”
 
Upstream, a radiant collection of essays with a new piece on Provincetown, follows Oliver as she
contemplates the pleasure of artistic labor, her boundless curiosity for the flora and fauna that surround her,
and the responsibility she has inherited from Shelley, Wordsworth, Emerson, Poe, and Frost, the great
thinkers and writers of the past, to live thoughtfully, intelligently, and to observe with passion. Throughout
this collection, Oliver positions not just herself upstream but us as well as she encourages us all to keep
moving, to lose ourselves in the awe of the unknown, and to give power and time to the creative and
whimsical urges that live within us.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Hall:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Upstream: Selected Essays. You can choose the best book
if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Upstream: Selected
Essays. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open
a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Jonas Jones:

Upstream: Selected Essays can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Upstream: Selected Essays however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Barbra Poole:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Upstream: Selected Essays is simple
to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Hugo Carter:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
From the book Upstream: Selected Essays we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Upstream: Selected Essays. You can more pleasing than
now.
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