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William S. Burroughs arrived in Mexico City in 1949, having slipped out of New Orleans while awaiting
trial on drug and weapons charges that would almost certainly have resulted in a lengthy prison sentence.
Still uncertain about being a writer, he had left behind a series of failed business ventures—including a
scheme to grow marijuana in Texas and sell it in New York—and an already long history of drug use and
arrests. He would remain in Mexico for three years, a period that culminated in the defining incident of his
life: Burroughs shot his common-law wife, Joan Vollmer, while playing William Tell with a loaded pistol.
(He would be tried and convicted of murder in absentia after fleeing Mexico.)

First published in 1995 in Mexico, where it received the Malcolm Lowry literary essay award, The Stray
Bullet is an imaginative and riveting account of Burroughs’s formative experiences in Mexico, his
fascination with Mexico City’s demimonde, his acquaintances and friendships there, and his contradictory
attitudes toward the country and its culture. Mexico, Jorge García-Robles makes clear, was the place in
which Burroughs embarked on his “fatal vocation as a writer.”

Through meticulous research and interviews with those who knew Burroughs and his circle in Mexico City,
García-Robles brilliantly portrays a time in Burroughs’s life that has been overshadowed by the tragedy of
Joan Vollmer’s death. He re-creates the bohemian Roma neighborhood where Burroughs resided with Joan
and their children, the streets of postwar Mexico City that Burroughs explored, and such infamous figures as
Lola la Chata, queen of the city’s drug trade. This compelling book also offers a contribution by Burroughs
himself—an evocative sketch of his shady Mexican attorney, Bernabé Jurado.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

The book The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The Stray
Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico has simple shape however you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Maria Bruns:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico
can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Pete Dominguez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in
Mexico can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Stray Bullet: William S.
Burroughs in Mexico.

Vincent Mireles:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This e-book The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico was filled about science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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