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This definitive source on the intricate tattoos of Polynesia's Marquesas Islands offers a rare glimpse of a
dying art. Because of the colonial authorities' 1884 ban on tattooing, there remained only a single surviving
tattoo artist at the time of this 1921 survey—and a dwindling number of living examples. These 38 plates of
black-and-white drawings and photographs provide an unusually complete and intimate record of a
sophisticated art form.
The Marquesas consist of a dozen rugged volcanic islands that lie 1,000 miles northeast of Tahiti. Rich in
oral traditions, folklore, and decorative arts, their complex culture was devastated by the intrusions of
outsiders during the nineteenth century. In the early 1920s, Hawaii's Bishop Museum sponsored an
expedition to preserve what was left of the islanders' vanishing world. Willowdean Chatterson Handy, an
expedition associate, created this priceless record of the ancient body art rituals. In addition to detailed
information about tattoo methods and customs, Handy's account features fascinating insights into the designs'
symbolic significance and their representation of social status. Her painstaking drawings of tattoo patterns
are accompanied by captions that explain the traditional motifs.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Langdon:

This Tattooing in the Marquesas (Dover Books on Anthropology and Folklore) book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This Tattooing in the Marquesas (Dover Books on Anthropology and Folklore)
without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry
Tattooing in the Marquesas (Dover Books on Anthropology and Folklore) can bring once you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Tattooing in the Marquesas (Dover Books on Anthropology and Folklore) having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Joseph Lunsford:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Tattooing in the Marquesas (Dover
Books on Anthropology and Folklore), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Robert Hightower:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. Tattooing in the Marquesas (Dover Books on Anthropology and Folklore) can
be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Kaye Hensley:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book Tattooing in the Marquesas (Dover Books on Anthropology and Folklore). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for
a other place.
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