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As children wrestle with culture through their games, recess itself has become a battleground for the control
of children's time. Based on dozens of interviews and the observation of over a thousand children in a
racially integrated, working-class public school, Recess Battles is a moving reflection of urban childhood at
the turn of the millennium. The book debunks myths about recess violence and challenges the notion that
schoolyard play is a waste of time. The author videotaped and recorded children of the Mill School in
Philadelphia from 1991 to 2004 and asked them to offer comments as they watched themselves at play.
These sessions in Recess Battles raise questions about adult power and the changing frames of class, race,
ethnicity, and gender. The grown-ups' clear misunderstanding of the complexity of children's play is
contrasted with the richness of the children's folk traditions.

Recess Battles is an ethnographic study of lighthearted games, a celebratory presentation of children's
folklore and its conflicts, and a philosophical text concerning the ironies of everyday childhood. Rooted in
video micro-ethnography and the traditions of theorists such as Bourdieu, Willis, and Bateson, Recess Battles
is written for a lay audience with extensive academic footnotes. International scholar Dr. Brian Sutton-Smith
contributes a foreword, and the children themselves illustrate the text with black and white paintings.
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From reader reviews:

Consuelo Collier:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Recess Battles: Playing, Fighting,
and Storytelling book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Recess Battles: Playing, Fighting, and
Storytelling as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break
don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Katie Johnson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Recess Battles: Playing, Fighting, and Storytelling can
give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Recess Battles: Playing,
Fighting, and Storytelling.

Janice Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Recess Battles: Playing,
Fighting, and Storytelling.

Ernest Nunez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Recess Battles: Playing, Fighting, and Storytelling when you required it?
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