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Seminar paper from the year 2015 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: 1,7, University of Augsburg, language: English, abstract: Most people consider metaphors to be
merely linguistic devises that are used for poetic purposes. A standard dictionary definition of metaphor is
quite similar. The Oxford Dictionary defines metaphor as “a word or phrase used to describe sb/sth
else[…]”.
This definition falls in line with a layman’s notion of metaphors being purely linguistic with the sole purpose
of functioning as decorative features. However, metaphors go much deeper than that. Metaphors are in fact
fundamental components of human cognition that are not just linguistic but conceptual in nature. Through
metaphors, patterns of thought in a society are encoded and shared.
So in order to show that metaphors share patterns of thought in a society, songs of the Beatles shall be
examined, seeing as the Beatles are one the most popular and successful bands of our time with fans from all
around the world. The metaphors used in the Beatles’ songs are not merely figures of speech or stylistic
devises, but cognitive phenomena that share patterns of thought in a society. The Beatles songs are a great
medium to help prove that conceptual systems play a paramount role in establishing our everyday realities
because of they are so widely popular. This paper seeks to show that Lakoff’s and Johnson’s notion of
metaphors representing a way of thinking, as made popular in their Conceptual Metaphor Theory, also holds
true for metaphors in the Beatles’ songs.
Drawing upon Lakoff’s and Johnson’s Conceptual Metaphor Theory, this paper also attempts to illuminate
how the Beatles success is, at least partly, due to the systematicity of metaphorical concepts. Even though
most people are not normally aware of conceptual systems present in our society, most of these conceptual
systems are indeed metaphorical in nature and determine to a large extent our perception of the world. The
metaphorical concepts present in the Beatles lyrics are very much coherent with the metaphorical structuring
of certain experiences in our society, which is why so many people can relate to the Beatles’ songs because
the concepts expressed therein are compatible with their conceptualisation of how they perceive the world.
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From reader reviews:

William Butcher:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Conceptual Metaphor Theory in the
Beatles Lyrics. Metaphors as Cognitive Phenomena book as beginning and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Ollie Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Conceptual Metaphor Theory in the Beatles
Lyrics. Metaphors as Cognitive Phenomena publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt
Conceptual Metaphor Theory in the Beatles Lyrics. Metaphors as Cognitive Phenomena as good book but
not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its
cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Diane Smith:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be study. Conceptual Metaphor Theory in the Beatles Lyrics. Metaphors as Cognitive
Phenomena can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Phillis Ries:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Conceptual Metaphor Theory in the Beatles Lyrics. Metaphors as Cognitive Phenomena
when you needed it?
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