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The fictional Dr. Strabismus sets out to write a new comprehensive theory of music. But music's tendency to
deconstruct itself combined with the complexities of postmodernism doom him to failure. This is the parable
that frames The Sense of Music, a novel treatment of music theory that reinterprets the modern history of
Western music in the terms of semiotics.

Based on the assumption that music cannot be described without reference to its meaning, Raymond Monelle
proposes that works of the Western classical tradition be analyzed in terms of temporality, subjectivity, and
topic theory. Critical of the abstract analysis of musical scores, Monelle argues that the score does not reveal
music's sense. That sense--what a piece of music says and signifies--can be understood only with reference
to history, culture, and the other arts. Thus, music is meaningful in that it signifies cultural temporalities and
themes, from the traditional manly heroism of the hunt to military power to postmodern "polyvocality."

This theoretical innovation allows Monelle to describe how the Classical style of the eighteenth century--
which he reads as a balance of lyric and progressive time--gave way to the Romantic need for emotional
realism. He argues that irony and ambiguity subsequently eroded the domination of personal emotion in
Western music as well as literature, killing the composer's subjectivity with that of the author. This leaves
Dr. Strabismus suffering from the postmodern condition, and Raymond Monelle with an exciting,
controversial new approach to understanding music and its history.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Carrillo:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Sense of Music. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book The Sense of Music. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or even
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Bryan Foxworth:

Here thing why this specific The Sense of Music are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking
at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. The Sense of Music giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no book that similar with The Sense of Music. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Sense of Music in e-book can be
your option.

Grant Rickard:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Sense of Music is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Earl Casey:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Sense of Music provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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