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With over 140 million copies in print, and serving as the principal proselytizing tool of one of the world's
fastest growing faiths, the Book of Mormon is undoubtedly one of the most influential religious texts
produced in the western world. Written by Terryl Givens, a leading authority on Mormonism, this compact
volume offers the only concise, accessible introduction to this extraordinary work.

Givens examines the Book of Mormon first and foremost in terms of the claims that its narrators make for its
historical genesis, its purpose as a sacred text, and its meaning for an audience which shifts over the course
of the history it unfolds. The author traces five governing themes in particular--revelation, Christ, Zion,
scripture, and covenant--and analyzes the Book's central doctrines and teachings. Some of these resonate
with familiar nineteenth-century religious preoccupations; others consist of radical and unexpected takes on
topics from the fall of Man to Christ's mortal ministries and the meaning of atonement. Givens also provides
samples of a cast of characters that number in the hundreds, and analyzes representative passages from a
work that encompasses tragedy, poetry, sermons, visions, family histories and military chronicles. Finally,
this introduction surveys the contested origins and production of a work held by millions to be scripture, and
reviews the scholarly debates that address questions of the record's historicity.

Here then is an accessible guide to what is, by any measure, an indispensable key to understanding
Mormonism. But it is also an introduction to a compelling and complex text that is too often overshadowed
by the controversies that surround it.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Gale Kizer:

This The Book of Mormon: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Book of Mormon: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Book of Mormon: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Book of Mormon: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Donald Mobley:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Book of
Mormon: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Book of Mormon: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) become your personal starter.

Clarence Duncan:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Book of Mormon: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Carolyn Franklin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Book of Mormon: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you



know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Book of Mormon: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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