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“Many Americans are unsatisfied with politics. Simultaneously, we are hesitant to question the basic
soundness of our constitutional system. In this refreshingly provocative book, David Orentlicher explains
why it is due time for us to reconsider dominant ideas about the presidency, now arguably our most powerful
political institution. Challenging the conventional wisdom that the best executive is necessarily a unitary
executive, Orentlicher makes a wonderful case for why ‘two presidents are better than one.’ Sure to be of
interest to political scientists, legal scholars, as well as informed citizens justifiably worried about the fate of
American democracy, this fascinating book dares to challenge everything you thought you knew about one
of our favorite political institutions.”
—William E. Scheuerman, Indiana University 
 
“Can Orentlicher be serious in calling for a plural executive? The answer is yes, and he presents thoughtful
and challenging arguments responding to likely criticisms. Any readers who are other than completely
complacent about the current state of American politics will have to admire Orentlicher’s distinctive audacity
and to respond themselves to his well-argued points.”
—Sanford Levinson, author of Framed: America’s 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance 
 
When talking heads and political pundits make their “What’s Wrong with America” lists, two concerns
invariably rise to the top: the growing presidential abuse of power and the toxic political atmosphere in
Washington. In Two Presidents Are Better Than One, David Orentlicher shows how the “imperial
presidency” and partisan conflict are largely the result of a deeper problem—the Constitution’s placement of
a single president atop the executive branch. Accordingly, writes Orentlicher, we can fix our broken political
system by replacing the one person, one-party presidency with a two-person, two-party executive branch.
 
Orentlicher contends that our founding fathers did not anticipate the extent to which their checks and
balances would fail to contain executive power and partisan discord. They also did not foresee how the
imperial presidency would aggravate partisan conflict. As the stakes in presidential elections have grown
ever higher since the New Deal, battles to capture the White House have greatly exacerbated partisan
differences. Had the framers been able to predict the future, Orentlicher argues, they would have been far
less enamored with the idea of a single leader at the head of the executive branch and far more receptive to
the alternative proposals for a plural executive that they rejected. Like their counterparts in Europe, they
might well have created an executive branch in which power is shared among multiple persons from multiple
political parties.
 
Analyzing the histories of other countries with a plural executive branch and past examples of bipartisan
cooperation within Congress, Orentlicher shows us why and how to implement a two-person, two-party
presidency. Ultimately, Two Presidents Are Better Than One demonstrates why we need constitutional
reform to rebalance power between the executive and legislative branches and contain partisan conflict in
Washington.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Wright:

The book Two Presidents Are Better Than One: The Case for a Bipartisan Executive Branch can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Two Presidents Are Better Than One: The Case for a Bipartisan Executive Branch? Some of you have
a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Two Presidents Are Better Than One: The Case for a Bipartisan
Executive Branch has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Nelson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Two Presidents Are Better Than One: The Case for a
Bipartisan Executive Branch is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Fernando Minaya:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Two Presidents
Are Better Than One: The Case for a Bipartisan Executive Branch.

Justin Tapscott:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Two Presidents Are Better Than One: The Case for a
Bipartisan Executive Branch can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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