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''My aunt, listening to the Prime Minister's speech, remarked of "our greatest orator", "He's no speaker, is
he?"' -diary of teacher M.A. Pratt, 11 Nov. 1942.

The popular story of Churchill's war-time rhetoric is a simple one: the British people were energized and
inspired by his speeches, which were almost universally admired and played an important role in the ultimate
victory over Nazi Germany. Richard Toye now re-examines this accepted national story - and gives it a
radical new spin.

Using survey evidence and the diaries of ordinary people, he shows how reactions to Churchill's speeches at
the time were often very different from what we have always been led to expect. His first speeches as Prime
Minister in the dark days of 1940 were by no means universally acclaimed - indeed, many people thought
that he was drunk during his famous 'finest hour' broadcast - and there is little evidence that they made a
decisive difference to the British people's will to fight on.

In actual fact, as Toye shows, mass enthusiasm sat side-by-side with considerable criticism and dissent from
ordinary people. Yes, there were speeches that stimulated, invigorated, and excited many. But there were
also speeches which caused depression and disappointment in many others, and which sometimes led to
workplace or family arguments. Yet this more complex reality has been consistently obscured from the
historical record by the overwhelming power of a treasured national myth.

The first systematic, archive based examination of Churchill's World War II rhetoric as a whole, The Roar of
the Lion considers his oratory not merely as a series of 'great speeches', but as calculated political
interventions which had diplomatic repercussions far beyond the effect on the morale of listeners in Britain.
Considering his failures as well as his successes, the book moves beyond the purely celebratory tone of much
of the existing literature. It offers new insight into how the
speeches were written and delivered - and shows how Churchill's words were received at home, amongst
allies and neutrals, and within enemy and occupied countries.

This is the essential book on Churchill's war-time speeches. It presents us with a dramatically new take on
the politics of the 1940s - one that will change the way we think about Churchill's oratory forever.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Roberts:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of Churchill's World War II
Speeches. Try to stumble through book The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of Churchill's World War II
Speeches as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Henry Perry:

This The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of Churchill's World War II Speeches are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of
Churchill's World War II Speeches can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of Churchill's World War II
Speeches giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Loretta Jones:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Roar of the Lion: The
Untold Story of Churchill's World War II Speeches, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Keith Mayo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Roar of the Lion: The
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