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The old saying does often seem to hold true: the rich get richer while the poor get poorer, creating a
widening gap between those who have more and those who have less. The sociologist Robert K. Merton
called this phenomenon the Matthew effect, named after a passage in the gospel of Matthew. Yet the more
closely we examine the sociological effects of this principle, the more complicated the idea becomes. Initial
advantage doesn't always lead to further advantage, and disadvantage doesn't necessarily translate into
failure. Does this theory need to be revisited?

Merton's arguments have significant implications for our conceptions of equality and justice, and they
challenge our beliefs about culture, education, and public policy. His hypothesis has been examined across a
variety of social arenas, including science, technology, politics, and schooling, to see if, in fact, advantage
begets further advantage. Daniel Rigney is the first to evaluate Merton's theory of cumulative advantage
extensively, considering both the conditions that uphold the Matthew effect and the circumstances that cause
it to fail. He explores whether growing inequality is beyond human control or disparity is socially
constructed and subject to change. Reexamining our core assumptions about society, Rigney causes us to
rethink the sources of inequity.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Matthew Effect: How
Advantage Begets Further Advantage will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Thomas Rasmussen:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know which you should start with. This The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets Further
Advantage is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Madge Stamps:

The actual book The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets Further Advantage will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets
Further Advantage is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jackie Gonzalez:

Precisely why? Because this The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets Further Advantage is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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