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What role did poetry, music, song, and dance play in the social and political life of the ancient Greek city?
How did philosophy respond to, position itself against, and articulate its own ambitions in relation to the
poetic tradition? How did ancient philosophers theorize and envision alternatives to fourth-century Athenian
democracy? The City and the Stage poses such questions in a study of the Laws, Platos last, longest, and
unfinished philosophical dialogue. Reading the Laws in its literary, historical, and philosophical contexts,
this book offers a new interpretation of Platos final dialogue with the Greek poetic tradition and an
exploration of the dialectic between philosophy and mimetic art. Although Plato is often thought hostile to
poetry and famously banishes mimetic art from the ideal city of the Republic, The City and the Stage shows
that in his final work Plato made a striking about-face, proposing to rehabilitate Athenian performance
culture and envisaging a city, Magnesia, in which poetry, music, song, and dance are instrumental in the
cultivation of philosophical virtues. Platos views of the performative properties of music, dance, and poetic
language, and the psychological underpinnings of aesthetic experience receive systematic treatment in this
book for the first time. The social role of literary criticism, the power of genres to influence a society and
lead to specific kinds of constitutions, performance as a mechanism of gender construction, and the position
of women in ancient Greek performance culture are central themes throughout this study. A wide-ranging
examination of ancient Greek philosophy and fourth-century intellectual culture, The City and the Stage will
be of significance to anyone interested in ancient Greek literature, performance, and Platonic philosophy in
its historical contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Matlock:

The particular book The City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after reading this book.

David Manning:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
the book you have read will be The City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws.

Sarah Frigo:

Beside this The City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have The City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you would not
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Doris Garcia:

This The City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws is brand-new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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