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Sherman Jackson offers a trenchant examination of the career of Islam among the blacks of America.
Jackson notes that no one has offered a convincing explanation of why Islam spread among Blackamericans
(a coinage he explains and defends) but not among white Americans or Hispanics. The assumption has been
that there is an African connection. In fact, Jackson shows, none of the distinctive features of African Islam
appear in the proto-Islamic, black nationalist movements of the early 20th century. Instead, he argues, Islam
owes its momentum to the distinctively American phenomenon of "Black Religion," a God-centered holy
protest against anti-black racism.
Islam in Black America begins as part of a communal search for tools with which to combat racism and
redefine American blackness. The 1965 repeal of the National Origins Quota System led to a massive influx
of foreign Muslims, who soon greatly outnumbered the blacks whom they found here practicing an
indigenous form of Islam. Immigrant Muslims would come to exercise a virtual monopoly over the
definition of a properly constituted Islamic life in America. For these Muslims, the nemesis was not white
supremacy, but "the West." In their eyes, the West was not a racial, but a religious and civilizational threat.
American blacks soon learned that opposition to the West and opposition to white supremacy were not
synonymous. Indeed, says Jackson, one cannot be anti-Western without also being on some level anti-
Blackamerican. Like the Black Christians of an earlier era struggling to find their voice in the context of
Western Christianity, Black Muslims now began to strive to find their black, American voice in the context
of the super-tradition of historical Islam. Jackson argues that Muslim tradition itself contains the resources to
reconcile blackness, American-ness, and adherence to Islam. It is essential, he contends, to preserve within
Islam the legitimate aspects of Black Religion, in order to avoid what Stephen Carter calls the domestication
of religion, whereby religion is rendered incapable of resisting the state and the dominant culture. At the
same time, Jackson says, it is essential for Blackamerican Muslims to reject an exclusive focus on the public
square and the secular goal of subverting white supremacy (and Arab/immigrant supremacy) and to develop
a tradition of personal piety and spirituality attuned to distinctive Blackamerican needs and idiosyncrasies.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Vandyne:

This Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection are generally reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking
Toward the Third Resurrection can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third
Resurrection giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sophia Hardee:

The book Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this book.

Keith Mayo:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Preston Garza:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection when you
essential it?
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