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The unique historical relationship between capitalism and the Jews is crucial to understanding modern
European and Jewish history. But the subject has been addressed less often by mainstream historians than by
anti-Semites or apologists. In this book Jerry Muller, a leading historian of capitalism, separates myth from
reality to explain why the Jewish experience with capitalism has been so important and complex--and so
ambivalent.

Drawing on economic, social, political, and intellectual history from medieval Europe through contemporary
America and Israel, Capitalism and the Jews examines the ways in which thinking about capitalism and
thinking about the Jews have gone hand in hand in European thought, and why anticapitalism and anti-
Semitism have frequently been linked. The book explains why Jews have tended to be disproportionately
successful in capitalist societies, but also why Jews have numbered among the fiercest anticapitalists and
Communists. The book shows how the ancient idea that money was unproductive led from the stigmatization
of usury and the Jews to the stigmatization of finance and, ultimately, in Marxism, the stigmatization of
capitalism itself. Finally, the book traces how the traditional status of the Jews as a diasporic merchant
minority both encouraged their economic success and made them particularly vulnerable to the ethnic
nationalism of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Providing a fresh look at an important but frequently misunderstood subject, Capitalism and the Jews will
interest anyone who wants to understand the Jewish role in the development of capitalism, the role of
capitalism in the modern fate of the Jews, or the ways in which the story of capitalism and the Jews has
affected the history of Europe and beyond, from the medieval period to our own.
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From reader reviews:

Wallace Long:

This Capitalism and the Jews book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Capitalism and the Jews without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Capitalism and the Jews can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Capitalism and the Jews having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Denise Zimmerman:

The reserve with title Capitalism and the Jews has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get
a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Harry Greene:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Capitalism
and the Jews provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Dwight Hancock:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is Capitalism and the Jews. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can
get many advantages.
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