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For nearly a hundred years, young women have competed for the title of Miss America—although what it
means to wear the crown and be our "ideal" has changed dramatically over time. The Miss America Pageant
began as a bathing beauty contest in 1920s Atlantic City, New Jersey, sponsored by businessmen trying to
extend the tourist season beyond Labor Day. In the post–World War II years, the pageant evolved into a
national coronation of an idealized "girl next door," as pretty and decorous as she was rarely likely to speak
her mind on issues of substance. Since the cultural upheavals of the 1960s, the pageant has struggled to find
a balance between beauty and brains as it tries to remain relevant to women who aspire to become leaders in
the community, not hot babes in swimsuits.

In Being Miss America, Kate Shindle interweaves an engrossing, witty memoir of her year as Miss America
1998 with a fascinating and insightful history of the pageant. She explores what it means to take on the
mantle of America's "ideal," especially considering the evolution of the American female identity since the
pageant's inception. Shindle profiles winners and organization leaders and recounts important moments in
the pageant's story, with a special focus on Miss America's iconoclasts, including Bess Myerson (1945), the
only Jewish Miss America; Yolande Betbeze (1951), who crusaded against the pageant's pinup image; and
Kaye Lani Rae Rafko (1987), a working-class woman from Michigan who wanted to merge her famous title
with her work as an oncology nurse. Shindle's own account of her work as an AIDS activist—and finding
ways to circumvent the "gown and crown" stereotypes of Miss America in order to talk honestly with high
school students about safer sex—illuminates both the challenges and the opportunities that keep young
women competing to become Miss America.
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From reader reviews:

Timmy Gallegos:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important normally. The book Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone
Curtain (Discovering America) has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Being Miss America: Behind the
Rhinestone Curtain (Discovering America) is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain
(Discovering America). You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Debra Jones:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain
(Discovering America) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Rhonda Kirby:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain
(Discovering America) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

James Mace:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain (Discovering America) we can take
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
with that book Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain (Discovering America). You can more
attractive than now.
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