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While it may seem that debates over euthanasia began with Jack Kervorkian, the practice of mercy killing
extends back to Ancient Greece and beyond. In America, the debate has raged for well over a century.
Now, in A Merciful End, Ian Dowbiggin offers the first full-scale historical account of one of the most
controversial reform movements in America. Drawing on unprecedented access to the archives of the
Euthanasia Society of America, interviews with important figures in the movement today, and flashpoint
cases such as the tragic fate of Karen Ann Quinlan, Dowbiggin tells the dramatic story of the men and
women who struggled throughout the twentieth century to change the nation's attitude--and its laws--
regarding mercy killing. In tracing the history of the euthanasia movement, he documents its intersection
with other progressive social causes: women's suffrage, birth control, abortion rights, as well as its uneasy
pre-WWII alliance with eugenics. Such links brought euthanasia activists into fierce conflict with Judeo-
Christian institutions who worried that "the right to die" might become a "duty to die." Indeed, Dowbiggin
argues that by joining a sometimes overzealous quest to maximize human freedom with a desire to
"improve" society, the euthanasia movement has been dogged by the fear that mercy killing could be
extended to persons with disabilities, handicapped newborns, unconscious geriatric patients, lifelong
criminals, and even the poor. Justified or not, such fears have stalled the movement, as more and more
Americans now prefer better end-of-life care than wholesale changes in euthanasia laws.
For anyone trying to decide whether euthanasia offers a humane alternative to prolonged suffering or violates
the "sanctity of life," A Merciful End provides fascinating and much-needed historical context.
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From reader reviews:

Willette Bickel:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one having theme for
entertaining including comic or novel. Often the A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern
America is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Wayne Sutphin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting A Merciful End: The Euthanasia
Movement in Modern America that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern
America become your current starter.

Angela Kiefer:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended for you is A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern
America this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited
all of you.

Marc Medina:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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