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Combining literary and philosophical analysis, this study defends an utterly innovative reading of the early
history of poetics. It is the first to argue that there is a distinctively Socratic view of poetry and the first to
connect the Socratic view of poetry with earlier literary tradition.

Literary theory is usually said to begin with Plato's famous critique of poetry in the Republic. Grace
Ledbetter challenges this entrenched assumption by arguing that Plato's earlier dialogues Ion, Protagoras,
and Apology introduce a distinctively Socratic theory of poetry that responds polemically to traditional poets
as rival theorists. Ledbetter tracks the sources of this Socratic response by introducing separate readings of
the poetics implicit in the poetry of Homer, Hesiod, and Pindar. Examining these poets' theories from a new
angle that uncovers their literary, rhetorical, and political aims, she demonstrates their decisive influence on
Socratic thinking about poetry.

The Socratic poetics Ledbetter elucidates focuses not on censorship, but on the interpretation of poetry as a
source of moral wisdom. This philosophical approach to interpreting poetry stands at odds with the poets'
own theories--and with the Sophists' treatment of poetry. Unlike the Republic's focus on exposing and
banishing poetry's irrational and unavoidably corrupting influence, Socrates' theory includes poetry as
subject matter for philosophical inquiry within an examined life.

Reaching back into what has too long been considered literary theory's prehistory, Ledbetter advances
arguments that will redefine how classicists, philosophers, and literary theorists think about Plato's poetics.
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From reader reviews:

Lola Taylor:

The book Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority in Early Greek Theories of Poetry can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority in Early Greek Theories of Poetry? Several of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and
Authority in Early Greek Theories of Poetry has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Donald Worsley:

Here thing why this Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority in Early Greek Theories of Poetry are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority
in Early Greek Theories of Poetry giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority in
Early Greek Theories of Poetry. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority in Early Greek Theories
of Poetry in e-book can be your substitute.

William Rice:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Poetics before Plato:
Interpretation and Authority in Early Greek Theories of Poetry suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority in
Early Greek Theories of Poetryis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Brian Rankins:

You may get this Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority in Early Greek Theories of Poetry by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get



difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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