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An eclectic mix of art, theatre, dance, politics, experimentation, and ritual, community-based performance

has become an increasingly popular art movement in the United States. Forged by the collaborative efforts of

professional artists and local residents, this unique field brings performance together with a range of

political, cultural, and social projects, such as community-organizing, cultural self-representation, and

education. Local Acts presents a long-overdue survey of community-based performance from its early roots,

through its flourishing during the politically-turbulent 1960s, to present-day popular culture. Drawing on

nine case studies, including groups such as the African American Junebug Productions, the Appalachian

Roadside Theater, and the Puerto Rican Teatro Pregones, Jan Cohen-Cruz provides detailed descriptions of

performances and processes, first-person stories, and analysis. She shows how the ritual side of these

endeavors reinforces a sense of community identification while the aesthetic side enables local residents to

transgress cultural norms, to question group habits, and to incorporate a level of craft that makes the work

accessible to individuals beyond any one community. The book concludes by exploring how community-

based performance transcends even national boundaries, connecting the local United States with international

theater and cultural movements.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Local Acts (Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the Arts).
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a
book Local Acts (Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the Arts). You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Richard Bentley:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Local Acts (Rutgers Series: The
Public Life of the Arts) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Daniel Ellis:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the book untitled Local Acts (Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the Arts) can be excellent
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Teresa Thomas:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Local Acts (Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the
Arts) can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Local Acts (Rutgers Series: The Public
Life of the Arts).
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