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One of the most extensive studies of class in 19th-century African American literature to date, Dividing
Lines unveils how black fiction writers represented the uneasy relationship between class differences, racial
solidarity, and the quest for civil rights in black communities. By portraying complex, highly stratified
communities with a growing black middle class, these authors dispelled notions that black Americans were
uniformly poor or uncivilized. The book argues that the signs of class anxiety are embedded in postbellum
fiction: from the verbal stammer or prim speech of class-conscious characters to fissures in the fiction's form.

Andreá N. Williams delves into the familiar and lesser-known works of Frances E. W. Harper, Pauline
Hopkins, Charles W. Chesnutt, Sutton Griggs, and Paul Laurence Dunbar, showing how these texts mediate
class through discussions of labor, moral respectability, ancestry, spatial boundaries, and skin complexion.
Dividing Lines also draws on reader responses—from book reviews, editorials, and letters—to show how the
class anxiety expressed in African American fiction directly sparked reader concerns over the status of black
Americans in the U.S. social order. Weaving literary history with compelling textual analyses, this study
yields new insights about the intersection of race and class in black novels and short stories from the 1880s
to 1900s.
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From reader reviews:

Hae Hughes:

The ability that you get from Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety and Postbellum Black Fiction (Class : Culture)
is a more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety and Postbellum
Black Fiction (Class : Culture) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety and Postbellum Black Fiction (Class : Culture)
instantly.

John Ma:

The book Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety and Postbellum Black Fiction (Class : Culture) has a lot details on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Alice Walker:

The book untitled Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety and Postbellum Black Fiction (Class : Culture) contain a lot
of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice read.

Maria Gray:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety and
Postbellum Black Fiction (Class : Culture).
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