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"The United States is not a nation of black and white people. Any fool can see that white people are not
really white, and that black people are not black." This broadside in Albert Murray's first book, The Omni-
Americans, published in 1970, announced the arrival of amajor new force in American letters, one that stood
in defiant opposition to James Baldwin, Richard Wright, and other writers who he believed overstated and
even perpetuated the racia divide in American life. Released to mark his centennial in 2016, this Library of
Americavolume brings together The Omni-Americans with five other books in the most complete collection
of Murray's groundbreaking nonfiction ever published. One part travelogue and one part memoir, South to a
Very Old Place (1971) isafrank report on racial relations in the Deep South amid the turmail of the Civil
Rights movement. The Hero and the Blues (1973) develops Murray's belief that the essential bond shared by
both dominant American culture and what he called Negro culture is the shared embrace of a"blues
aesthetic" that emphasized creative improvisation. Somping the Blues (1976) is avivid history of American
jazz and blues music that served asinspiration for the foundation of Jazz at Lincoln Center, established by
Murray, Wynton Marsalis, Stanley Crouch, and other enthusiasts in 1987. The volume is rounded out by two
later essay collections, The Blue Devils of Nada (1996) and From the Briarpatch Files (2001) which
solidified Murray's reputation as a penetrating critic and an always engaging stylist--or, to use the epithet
once bestowed on him by volume co-editor Henry Louis Gates Jr., "The King of Cats."

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Oropeza:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs. Tne Omni-Americans/
Southto aVery Old Place/ The Hero and the Blues/ Stomping the Blues/ The Blue Devils of Nada (The
Library of America). Try to face the book Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs: The Omni-
Americans/ South to aVery Old Place/ The Hero and the Blues/ Stomping the Blues/ The Blue Devils of
Nada (The Library of America) asyour close friend. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book.
So, we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Penny Stout:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us hovel, comics, along with
soon. The Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs. Tne Omni-Americans/ South to aVery Old Place/
The Hero and the Blues/ Stomping the Blues/ The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) will give
you a new experience in examining a book.

Lauren Zavala:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs: Tne Omni-Americans/ South to aVery Old Place/
The Hero and the Blues/ Stomping the Blues/ The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) this
reserve consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Donald Shelton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was



given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or aslooking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading
isvery important as well as book asto be the matter. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Albert
Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs. Tne Omni-Americans/ South to aVery Old Place/ The Hero and the
Blues/ Stomping the Blues/ The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America).
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