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Although Americans generally think that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security is focused only on
preventing terrorism, one office within that agency has a humanitarian mission. Its Asylum Office
adjudicates applications from people fleeing persecution in their homelands. Lives in the Balance is a careful
empirical analysis of how Homeland Security decided these asylum cases over a recent fourteen-year period.
 
Day in and day out, asylum officers make decisions with life-or-death consequences: determining which
applicants are telling the truth and are at risk of persecution in their home countries, and which are ineligible
for refugee status in America. In Lives in the Balance, the authors analyze a database of 383,000 cases
provided to them by the government in order to better understand the effect on grant rates of a host of factors
unrelated to the merits of asylum claims, including the one-year filing deadline, whether applicants entered
the United States with a visa, whether applicants had dependents, whether they were represented, how many
asylum cases their adjudicator had previously decided, and whether or not their adjudicator was a lawyer.
The authors also examine the degree to which decisions were consistent among the eight regional asylum
offices and within each of those offices. The authors’ recommendations, including repeal of the one-year
deadline, would improve the adjudication process by reducing the impact of non-merits factors on asylum
decisions. If adopted by the government, these proposals would improve the accuracy of outcomes for those
whose lives hang in the balance.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Eades:

This Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of Homeland Security tend to be reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Lives in the
Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of Homeland Security can be one of the great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that
perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Lives in the
Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of Homeland Security giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Verna Riddle:

Typically the book Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of Homeland Security will
bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Lives in the
Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of Homeland Security is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Myrtle McDonald:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be go through. Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of Homeland
Security can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Roger Borquez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by
the Department of Homeland Security can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book
you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of Homeland Security.
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