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For over two centuries, critics and the black community have tended to approach African-American literature
as simply one more front in the important war against racism, valuing slave narratives and twentieth-century
works alike, primarily for their political impact.
In this volume, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., a leading scholar in African-American studies, attacks the notion of
African-American literature as a kind of social realism. Insisting, instead, that critics focus on the most
repressed element of African-American criticism--the language of the text--Gates advocates the use of a
close, methodical analysis of language, made possible by modern literary theory. Throughout his study,
Gates incorporates the theoretical insights of critics such as Bakhtin, Foucault, Lacan, Derrida, and Bloom,
as he examines the modes of representation that define black art and analyzes the unspoken assumptions
made in judging this literature since its inception.
Ranging from the eighteenth-century poet, Phillis Wheatley, to modern writers, Ishmael Reed and Alice
Walker, Gates seeks to redefine literary criticism itself, moving away from a Eurocentric notion of a
hierarchical canon--mostly white, Western, and male--to foster a truly comparative and pluralistic notion of
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Vasquez:

Within other case, little people like to read book Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the "Racial" Self. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a
book Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the "Racial" Self. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Joyce Matchett:

The book Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the "Racial" Self can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Figures in Black: Words,
Signs, and the "Racial" Self? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Figures in Black:
Words, Signs, and the "Racial" Self has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Burr:

Typically the book Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the "Racial" Self has a lot details on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Debra Espiritu:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the "Racial" Self can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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