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As a traditional healing art that has established a contemporary global presence, Chinese medicine defies
categories and raises many interesting questions. If Chinese medicine is "traditional," why has it not
disappeared with the rest of traditional Chinese society? If, as some claim, it is a science, what does that
imply about what we call science? What is the secret of Chinese medicine's remarkable adaptability that has
allowed it to prosper for more than 2,000 years? In Chinese Medicine in Contemporary China Volker Scheid
presents an ethnography of Chinese medicine that seeks to answer these questions, but his ethnography is
informed by some atypical approaches.
Scheid, a medical anthropologist and practitioner of Chinese medicine in practice since 1983, has produced
an ethnography that accepts plurality as an intrinsic and nonreducible aspect of medical practice. It has been
widely noted that a patient visiting ten different practitioners of Chinese medicine may receive ten different
prescriptions for the same complaint, yet many of these various treatments may be effective. In attempting to
illuminate the plurality in Chinese medical practice, Scheid redefines-and in some cases abandons-traditional
anthropological concepts such as tradition, culture, and practice in favor of approaches from disciplines such
as science and technology studies, social psychology, and Chinese philosophy. As a result, his book sheds
light not only on Chinese medicine but also on the Western academic traditions used to examine it and
presents us with new perspectives from which to deliberate the future of Chinese medicine in a global
context.
Chinese Medicine in Contemporary China is the product of two decades of research including numerous
interviews and case studies. It will appeal to a western academic audience as well as practitioners of Chinese
medicine and other interested medical professionals, including those from western biomedicine.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ruff:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Chinese Medicine in Contemporary China:
Plurality and Synthesis (Science and Cultural Theory) book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Jake Harris:

The ability that you get from Chinese Medicine in Contemporary China: Plurality and Synthesis (Science
and Cultural Theory) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the
more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Chinese
Medicine in Contemporary China: Plurality and Synthesis (Science and Cultural Theory) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Chinese Medicine in
Contemporary China: Plurality and Synthesis (Science and Cultural Theory) instantly.

Rhonda Rudder:

This Chinese Medicine in Contemporary China: Plurality and Synthesis (Science and Cultural Theory) is
new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this Chinese Medicine in Contemporary China: Plurality and Synthesis (Science
and Cultural Theory) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for
your better life in addition to knowledge.

Thomas Busch:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social just



like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Chinese Medicine in Contemporary China: Plurality and Synthesis (Science and Cultural Theory) when
you essential it?
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