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During the first half of the twentieth century, supporters of the eugenics movement offered an image of a
racially transformed America by curtailing the reproduction of “unfit” members of society. Through
institutionalization, compulsory sterilization, the restriction of immigration and marriages, and other
methods, eugenicists promised to improve the population—a policy agenda that was embraced by many
leading intellectuals and public figures. But Catholic activists and thinkers across the United States opposed
many of these measures, asserting that “every man, even a lunatic, is an image of God, not a mere animal."

In An Image of God, Sharon Leon examines the efforts of American Catholics to thwart eugenic policies,
illuminating the ways in which Catholic thought transformed the public conversation about individual rights,
the role of the state, and the intersections of race, community, and family. Through an examination of the
broader questions raised in this debate, Leon casts new light on major issues that remain central in American
political life today: the institution of marriage, the role of government, and the separation of church and state.
This is essential reading in the history of religion, science, politics, and human rights.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled An Image of God: The Catholic Struggle with Eugenics. Try to the actual
book An Image of God: The Catholic Struggle with Eugenics as your friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Emmanuel Young:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this An Image of God: The Catholic
Struggle with Eugenics book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Meredith Daugherty:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this An
Image of God: The Catholic Struggle with Eugenics.

Judy Sigmund:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to
fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled An Image of God: The Catholic Struggle
with Eugenics can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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