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A timely account of a raging debate: The history of the ongoing struggle between the presidents and
Congress over who has the power to declare and wage war.

The Constitution states that it is Congress that declares war, but it is the presidents who have more often
taken us to war and decided how to wage it. In Waging War, United States Circuit Judge for the United
States Court of Appeals David Barron opens with an account of George Washington and the Continental
Congress over Washington’s plan to burn New York City before the British invasion. Congress ordered him
not to, and he obeyed. Barron takes us through all the wars that followed: 1812, the Mexican War, the Civil
War, the Spanish-American war, World Wars One and Two, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, and now, most
spectacularly, the War on Terror. Congress has criticized George W. Bush for being too aggressive and
Barack Obama for not being aggressive enough, but it avoids a vote on the matter. By recounting how our
presidents have declared and waged wars, Barron shows that these executives have had to get their way
without openly defying Congress.

Waging War shows us our country’s revered and colorful presidents at their most trying times—Washington,
Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Johnson, both
Bushes, and Obama. Their wars have made heroes of some and victims of others, but most have proved
adept at getting their way over reluctant or hostile Congresses. The next president will face this challenge
immediately—and the Constitution and its fragile system of checks and balances will once again be at the
forefront of the national debate.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Ramos:

The book Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents and Congress, 1776 to ISIS make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents and Congress, 1776 to ISIS to get your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents
and Congress, 1776 to ISIS. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Patrick Myers:

Often the book Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents and Congress, 1776 to ISIS has a lot details on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

John Hill:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents and Congress, 1776 to ISIS your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents and Congress,
1776 to ISIS giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jose Johnson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents and Congress, 1776 to ISIS
can make you really feel more interested to read.
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