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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: keine, University of
Hamburg, course: American Poetry & Poetics, language: English, abstract: The name of Sylvia Plath is
intrinsically tied to the literary movement of Confessional Poetry. Her poem “Lady Lazarus” is often
regarded as the prime example of this genre, as it is “an apparent forecast of Plath’s suicide” (Middlebrook
644) only one year later. But the idea of a ‘confessional’ poetry that directly refers to the poet’s personal
experience has lead Plath-Criticism astray for many years.

Critics “have discussed Plath’s life and work as if they were exactly the same thing,” and have drawn bizarre
conclusions by assuming “that Plath’s writing can be used as a reliable source for diagnosing her mental
condition.”. It is obvious that this kind of immediate understanding of Confessional Poetry leads nowhere.
As Tracy Brain puts it, in her essay about the dangers of reading Sylvia Plath’s work as an unfiltered outpour
of personal experience (“Dangerous Concessions: Sylvia Plath”):
How can we ever hope to distinguish the »extreme« »diction and address« that is
prompted by lived events from a vividly imagined drama that is the result of an expertly assumed style?

The answer is: We cannot. Still, one should not altogether ignore the context of the Confessional movement
when interpreting Sylvia Plath. But how can Confessional Poetry be dealt with, without getting caught in the
traps and pitfalls of a biographic reading?

This essay will first try to detect the underlying principles of the so-called ‘Confessional Poetry’ and position
it within literary history. By revealing some of the influences and conventions of Confessional Poetry it aims
to uncover the deceiving strategies of this type of poetry. The subsequent interpretation of Sylvia Plath’s
“Lady Lazarus” will then try to concentrate on the cultural and social context the poem was produce in and
examine in which ways Plath used these different contexts as well as the deceiving strategies of Confessional
Poetry in general, to create the unique character of the poem.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Heller:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Sylvia Plath's "Lady Lazarus". Cultural and social
context to read.

Dwayne Moseley:

The publication untitled Sylvia Plath's "Lady Lazarus". Cultural and social context is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Sylvia Plath's "Lady Lazarus". Cultural and social
context from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Marcia Marshall:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Sylvia Plath's "Lady Lazarus". Cultural and social context it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Roger Richmond:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn. Sylvia
Plath's "Lady Lazarus". Cultural and social context can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have
those short spare time problems.
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