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The AWACS debate represents one of the most critical and controversial events in the history of American
diplomacy and legislative politics. It locked the Reagan administration and opponents of the AWACS sale in
a fierce and pitched battle over American policy in the most economically and strategically vital region in the
world: the Middle East.

Accordingly, Laham finds there are at least five political lessons to be drawn from the debate. First, contrary
to the arguments of its critics in Congress, the pro-Israel lobby does not control American policy in the
Middle East. Second, the Senate tends to defer to the authority of the president on matters of foreign policy
and national security. Third, while remaining a passive president overall, Reagan was among the most active
of chief executives on issues involving the economy and national security. Fourth, given the enormous
contribution the AWACS sale made to the vital economic and national security interests of the United States,
Reagan's masterful handling of this politically explosive issue provides evidence that he displayed attributes
of presidential greatness, but much further study of the other major foreign and domestic policy issues
Reagan confronted during his tenure in office will be required before any definitve judgment can be rendered
concerning where he stands in the ranking of America's 42 presidents. Fifth, the AWACS debate shows that
the United States need not sacrifice its special relationship with Israel in order to forge stronger ties with
Saudi Arabia. This analysis will be of particular interest to scholars, students, and policy makers involved
with national security issues, presidential politics, interest groups, and Middle East studies.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Selling
AWACS to Saudi Arabia: The Reagan Administration and the Balancing of America's Competing Interests
in the Middle East suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Selling AWACS to Saudi Arabia: The Reagan Administration and the Balancing of
America's Competing Interests in the Middle Eastis the main of several books that everyone read now. This
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
age that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Douglas Dossett:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled Selling AWACS to Saudi Arabia: The Reagan Administration and the
Balancing of America's Competing Interests in the Middle East can be very good book to read. May be it can
be best activity to you.

Guillermo Behler:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Selling AWACS to Saudi
Arabia: The Reagan Administration and the Balancing of America's Competing Interests in the Middle East
is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Diane Gonzales:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Selling AWACS to Saudi Arabia: The Reagan
Administration and the Balancing of America's Competing Interests in the Middle East. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and



review this publication you can get many advantages.
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