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Could it be that the familiar and beloved figure of Confucius was invented by Jesuit priests? In
Manufacturing Confucianism, Lionel M. Jensen reveals this very fact, demonstrating how sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century Western missionaries used translations of the ancient ru tradition to invent the
presumably historical figure who has since been globally celebrated as philosopher, prophet, statesman, wise
man, and saint.
Tracing the history of the Jesuits’ invention of Confucius and of themselves as native defenders of
Confucius’s teaching, Jensen reconstructs the cultural consequences of the encounter between the West and
China. For the West, a principal outcome of this encounter was the reconciliation of empirical investigation
and theology on the eve of the scientific revolution. Jensen also explains how Chinese intellectuals in the
early twentieth century fashioned a new cosmopolitan Chinese culture through reliance on the Jesuits’
Confucius and Confucianism. Challenging both previous scholarship and widespread belief, Jensen uses
European letters and memoirs, Christian histories and catechisms written in Chinese, translations and
commentaries on the Sishu, and a Latin summary of Chinese culture known as the Confucius Sinarum
Philosophus to argue that the national self-consciousness of Europe and China was bred from a cultural
ecumenism wherein both were equal contributors.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Feaster:

The publication untitled Manufacturing Confucianism: Chinese Traditions and Universal Civilization is the
e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Manufacturing Confucianism: Chinese Traditions and
Universal Civilization from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Dale Winsett:

Manufacturing Confucianism: Chinese Traditions and Universal Civilization can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in
writing Manufacturing Confucianism: Chinese Traditions and Universal Civilization yet doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

April Hannah:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Manufacturing Confucianism: Chinese Traditions and Universal Civilization can
be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Christopher McCormick:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Manufacturing Confucianism: Chinese
Traditions and Universal Civilization to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Manufacturing Confucianism: Chinese
Traditions and Universal Civilization can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of that time.
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