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In this powerful and evocative narrative, Gail Lee Bernstein vividly re-creates the past three centuries of
Japanese history by following the fortunes of a prominent Japanese family over fourteen generations. The
first of its kind in English, this book focuses on Isami, the eleventh generation patriarch and hereditary
village head. Weaving back and forth between Isami's time in the first half of the twentieth century and his
ancestors' lives in the Tokugawa and Meiji eras, Bernstein uses family history to convey a broad panoply of
social life in Japan since the late 1600s. As the story unfolds, she provides remarkable details and absorbing
anecdotes about food, famines, peasant uprisings, agrarian values, marriage customs, child-rearing practices,
divorces, and social networks. Isami's House describes the role of rural elites, the architecture of Japanese
homes, the grooming of children for middle-class life in Tokyo, the experiences of the Japanese in Japan's
wartime empire and on the homefront, the aftermath of the country's defeat, and, finally, the efforts of family
members to rebuild their lives after the Occupation. The author's forty-year friendship with members of the
family lends a unique intimacy to her portrayal of their history. Readers come away with an inside view of
Japanese family life, a vivid picture of early modern and modern times, and a profound understanding of
how villagers were transformed into urbanites and what was gained, and lost, in the process.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Anderson:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Isami's House: Three Centuries of a Japanese Family. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any
book Isami's House: Three Centuries of a Japanese Family. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Noah Gardner:

This Isami's House: Three Centuries of a Japanese Family book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Isami's House: Three Centuries of a Japanese Family without we recognize teach the one
who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Isami's House: Three
Centuries of a Japanese Family can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Isami's House:
Three Centuries of a Japanese Family having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Eugene Hughes:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Isami's House: Three Centuries of a
Japanese Family book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Brad Sharpe:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if
you want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The
particular Isami's House: Three Centuries of a Japanese Family is kind of book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.
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