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Since the early days of film, the representation of masculinity has changed considerably. In the beginning,
men instinctively knew right from wrong. They rode to the rescue and saved the day in the nick of time to
the admiration and gratitude of society. But over the decades, heroes have evolved from being larger than life
and infallible to being cynical, washed up, unwanted outsiders. Violent content in these films also
'evolved'_from fistfights and gunplay to brutal attacks and nuclear explosions_repeatedly ramping up in
frequency, intensity, and graphic depictions. But there is more to a violent film genre than violence, and
Blood, Guns, and Testosterone: Action Films, Audiences, and a Thirst for Violence brings an entirely new
understanding to the nature of such entertainment. In this book, Barna William Donovan examines
masculinity and violence in action and adventure films and discusses how the most ardent fans of the genre
incorporate this controversial form of entertainment into their lives. Donovan argues that far from becoming
violent, the fans of the action film look at the genre as an artistic rumination on the nature of violence, good
and evil, and the ever-changing definitions of manhood. At their very best, or most interesting at least, these
films may even reflect on the nature of violence, on human nature, on aggression, and how a self-reflexive,
moral society can deal with violence. And since so much of the violence of the world has always been
perpetrated by men, action films_more often than not_are contemplations of the complicated meaning of
manhood. In addition to fans of the genre, Blood, Guns, and Testosterone will appeal to scholars of film,
history, popular culture, gender studies, and audience research.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Blood, Guns, and Testosterone: Action Films,
Audiences, and a Thirst for Violence. Try to face the book Blood, Guns, and Testosterone: Action Films,
Audiences, and a Thirst for Violence as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mary Grubb:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Blood, Guns, and Testosterone: Action Films, Audiences, and
a Thirst for Violence. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important a book Blood, Guns, and Testosterone: Action Films, Audiences, and a Thirst for Violence.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
can easily open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Keven Peterson:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Blood, Guns, and Testosterone:
Action Films, Audiences, and a Thirst for Violence can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Clarence Jenkins:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book Blood, Guns, and Testosterone: Action Films, Audiences, and a Thirst for
Violence was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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