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The return to New York in 2002 of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Flower Drum Song—with a totally new
book by playwright David Henry Hwang—was considered the most revolutionary chapter in the history of
Broadway revivals. Why? The musical, a clear hit when it was originally produced in 1958, had later
acquired a debatable reputation for quaint, racially offensive Asian stereotypes. Yet Hwang’s controversial
rewrite—driven at least in part by concerns about such offenses—was a box-office failure. Drawing upon
fresh interviews with members of both the original and the revival casts, whose first-hand accounts enliven
the narrative with surprising candor, David H. Lewis charts in detail the difficult production history of
Flower Drum Song. He explores the forces that turned against the original show; the arguably inferior movie
version (upon which its most outspoken critics would base their discontent and public resistance); rising
criticism from within the Asian American community fueled by ethnic-studies programs that swept across
college campuses in the 1970s; and, ultimately, the indifference of the Rodgers and Hammerstein
Organization, itself caught up in its own quest to update the works of two musical theatre giants and keep
their names blazing on theatre marquees. This well-illustrated story of the two Flower Drum Songs is replete
with fascinating anecdotes by turns colorful, humorous and sad. The shared memories of the cast offer an
eye-opening look at the often chaotic journey of a musical along the precarious path to opening night. The
author addresses the value of preserving the rich and revered legacy of Broadway’s greatest team. What price
a bid for revival fame?
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Olin:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Flower Drum Songs: The
Story Of Two Musicals to read.

Jeanette Williams:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Flower Drum Songs: The
Story Of Two Musicals is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Alberto Alvarez:

This Flower Drum Songs: The Story Of Two Musicals is great book for you because the content which is full
of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Flower
Drum Songs: The Story Of Two Musicals in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Stephanie Hopkins:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Flower Drum Songs: The Story Of Two Musicals will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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