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Historians have written expansively about the slave economy and its vital role in early American economic
life. In Dark Work, Christy Clark-Pujara tells the story of one state in particular whose role was outsized:
Rhode Island. Like their northern neighbors, Rhode Islanders bought and sold slaves and supplies that
sustained plantations throughout the Americas; however, nowhere else was this business so important.
During the colonial period trade with West Indian planters provided Rhode Islanders with molasses, the key
ingredient for their number one export: rum. More than 60 percent of all the slave ships that left North
America left from Rhode Island. During the antebellum period Rhode Islanders were the leading producers
of “negro cloth,” a coarse wool-cotton material made especially for enslaved blacks in the American South.
 
Clark-Pujara draws on the documents of the state, the business, organizational, and personal records of their
enslavers, and the few first-hand accounts left by enslaved and free black Rhode Islanders to reconstruct their
lived experiences. The business of slavery encouraged slaveholding, slowed emancipation and led to
circumscribed black freedom. Enslaved and free black people pushed back against their bondage and the
restrictions placed on their freedom. It is convenient, especially for northerners, to think of slavery as
southern institution. The erasure or marginalization of the northern black experience and the centrality of the
business of slavery to the northern economy allows for a dangerous fiction—that North has no history of
racism to overcome. But we cannot afford such a delusion if we are to truly reconcile with our past.
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From reader reviews:

William Meadows:

This book untitled Dark Work: The Business of Slavery in Rhode Island (Early American Places) to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your
list.

Janice Perry:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Dark Work: The Business of Slavery in Rhode
Island (Early American Places), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Dawn Fernandez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Dark Work: The Business of Slavery in Rhode
Island (Early American Places) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Dark
Work: The Business of Slavery in Rhode Island (Early American Places) has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.

Peter Landon:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Dark Work: The Business of Slavery in Rhode Island (Early American Places). You
can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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