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The clash between atheism and religion has become the defining battle of the 21st century. Books on and
about atheism retain high profile and popularity, and atheist movements on both sides of the Atlantic capture
headlines with high-profile campaigns and adverts. However, very little has been written on the history of
atheism, and this book fills that conspicuous gap.

Instead of treating atheism just as a philosophical or scientific idea about the non-existence of God, Atheists:
The Origin of the Species places the movement in its proper social and political context. Because atheism in
Europe developed in reaction to the Christianity that dominated the continent's intellectual, social and
political life, it adopted, adapted and reacted against its institutions as well as its ideas. Accordingly, the
history of atheism is as much about social and political movements as it is scientific or philosophical ideas.

This is the story not only of Hobbes, Hume, and Darwin, but also of Thomas Aitkenhead hung for
blasphemous atheism, Percy Shelley expelled for adolescent atheism, and the Marquis de Sade imprisoned
for libertine atheism; of the French revolutionary Terror and the Soviet League of the Militant Godless; of
the rise of the US Religious Right and of Islamic terrorism.

Looking at atheism in its full sociopolitical context helps explain why it has looked so very different in
different countries. It also explains why there has been a recent upsurge in atheism, particularly in Britain
and the US, where religion has unexpectedly come to play such a significant role in political affairs. This
leads us to a somewhat paradoxical conclusion: we should expect to hear more about atheism in the future
for the simple reason that God is back.
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From reader reviews:

Verna Smith:

This Atheists: The Origin of the Species book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Atheists: The Origin of the Species without we understand teach the one who studying it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Atheists: The Origin of the Species can
bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have
it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Atheists: The Origin of the Species having good arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Geneva Orta:

This Atheists: The Origin of the Species usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Atheists: The Origin of the Species can be among the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Atheists: The Origin of the Species forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Hilda Dolan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Atheists: The Origin of the Species e-
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Atheists: The Origin of the Species as good
book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by
its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Edward Reed:

The book untitled Atheists: The Origin of the Species contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.
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