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Fergus Hume's sensational novel The Mystery of a Hansom Cab is Australia's original blockbuster and
international best-selling crime novel.

This edition for the first time reproduces the text of the original Melbourne edition printed by Kemp and
Boyce in 1886. Other reprints have relied on later versions in which local details are ommitted and language
is bowdlerised. It includes an introduction by Simon Caterson.

First published in 1886, The Mystery of a Hansom Cab was an overnight sensation, selling hundreds of
thousands of copies around the world and being translated into eleven languages. Over a century later, it has
lost none of its page-turning power.

Set in the charming and deadly streets of Melbourne, this vivid and brilliantly plotted murder thriller tells the
story of a crime committed by an unknown assassin. With its panoramic depiction of a bustling yet uneasy
city, Hansom Cab has a central place in Australian literary history and, more importantly, it remains highly
readable.

Fergus Hume was born in England in 1859. His family soon emigrated to New Zealand, where Hume
qualified as a lawyer. He was admitted to the bar in 1885 and moved to Melbourne in the same year.
Desperate to become a playwright but having no success, Hume decided to write a murder novel instead.
When he couldn't find a publisher for The Mystery of a Hansom Cab he published it himself. It was a
sensation and soon sold over twenty thousand copies in Melbourne.

Simon Caterson is a Melbourne-based freelance writer and the author of Hoax Nation: Australian Fakes
and Frauds from Plato to Norma Khouri.

textclassics.com.au

'One of the hundred best crime novels of all time.' Sunday Telegraph

'Fiendishly cunning.' Shane Maloney

'Australia's original blockbuster is back in print. Written more than 100 years ago, this murder mystery sold
hundreds of thousands of copies around the world...It will give you a sense of Melbourne's history - you'll
hear the hansoms rattling down Collins Street for weeks afterwards.' Herald Sun

'This novel was a phenomenal success when it was first published in Melbourne in 1886 and it became an
international bestseller - It's easy to see why. The plot sweeps through unexpected twists and turns...and the
suspense is maintained to the end. Most appealing...is the wonderful flavour of 1880s Melbourne, from the
gaslit glamour of the Collins Street "block" to the hideous squalor of the slum alleys off Little Bourke
Street...A splendidly romantic melodrama, full of period charm, and Victorian sentiment...The Mystery of a
Hansom Cab is not only a classic but hugely enjoyable as well.' West Australian
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sexton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics.
Try to make book The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics as your good friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Tonia Lee:

Exactly why? Because this The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Anna Humphrey:

Beside this specific The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics in your phone, it may give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
read it from at this point!

Donna Feuerstein:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside
that the guide The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics can to be your friend when you're sense alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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