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For many Americans, the election of Barack Obama as the country's first black president signaled that we
had become a post-racial nation - some even suggested that race was no longer worth discussing. Of course,
the evidence tells a very different story. And while social scientists are fully engaged in examining the facts
of race, normative political thought has failed to grapple with race as an interesting moral case or as a focus
in the expansive theory of social justice. Political thought's under participation in the debate over the status
of blacks in American society raises serious concerns since the main academic task of political theory is to
adjudicate discrepancies between the demands of ideal justice and social realities.

Christopher J. Lebron contends that it is the duty of political thought to address the moral problems that
attend racial inequality and to make those problems salient to a democratic polity. Thus, in The Color of Our
Shame, he asks two major questions. First, given the success of the Civil Rights Act and the sharp decline in
overt racist norms, how can we explain the persistence of systemic racial inequality? Second, once we have
settled on an explanation, what might political philosophy have to offer in terms of a solution?

In order to answer these questions Lebron suggests that we reconceive of racial inequality as a condition that
marks the normative status of black citizens in the eyes of the nation. He argues that our collective response
to racial inequality ought to be shame. While we reject race as a reason for marginalizing blacks on the basis
of liberal democratic ideals, we fail to live up to those ideals - a situation that Lebron sees as a failure of
national character. Drawing on a wide array of resources including liberal theory, virtue ethics, history, and
popular culture, Lebron proposes a move toward a "perfectionist politics" that would compel a higher level
of racially relevant moral excellence from individuals and institutions and enable America to meet the
democratic ideals that it has set for itself.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Henson:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Color of Our Shame: Race and
Justice in Our Time book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

David Nester:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our
Time is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Allen Reilley:

This The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time
can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Kathryn Botello:

This The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time is great publication for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can
point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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