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Millions of Soviet soldiers died in the USSR's struggle for survival against Nazi Germany but millions more
returned to Stalin's state after victory. Mark Edele traces the veterans' story from the early post-war years
through to the end of the Soviet Union in 1991. He describes in detail the problems they encountered during
demobilization, the dysfunctional bureaucracy they had to deal with once back, and the way their
reintegration into civilian life worked in
practice in one of the most devastated countries of Europe. He pays particular attention to groups with
specific problems such as the disabled, former prisoners of war, women soldiers, and youth.

The study analyses the old soldiers' long struggle for recognition and the eventual emergence of an organized
movement in the years after Stalin's death. The Soviet state at first refused to recognize veterans as a group
worthy of special privileges or as an organization. They were not a group conceived of in Marxist-Leninist
theory, there was suspicion about their political loyalty, and the leadership worried about the costs of
affording a special status to such a large population group. These
preconceptions were overcome only after a long, hard struggle by a popular movement that slowly emerged
within the strict confines of the authoritarian Soviet regime.
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From reader reviews:

Lidia Hill:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book Soviet Veterans of the Second World War: A Popular Movement in an
Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Lorraine Edler:

The reason why? Because this Soviet Veterans of the Second World War: A Popular Movement in an
Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book
possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Daniel Buch:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Soviet Veterans of the Second World War: A Popular
Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Edward Vogler:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Soviet Veterans of the Second World War: A
Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 or even others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was



created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Soviet Veterans of the Second
World War: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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