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Sexuality and the occult arts have long been associated in the western imagination, but it was not until the
nineteenth century that a large and sophisticated body of literature on sexual magic—the use of sex as a
source of magical power—emerged. This book, the first history of western sexual magic as a modern
spiritual tradition, places these practices in the context of the larger discourse surrounding sexuality in
American and European society over the last 150 years to discover how sexual magic was transformed from
a terrifying medieval nightmare of heresy and social subversion into a modern ideal of personal
empowerment and social liberation. Focusing on a series of key figures including American spiritualist
Paschal Beverly Randolph, Aleister Crowley, Julius Evola, Gerald Gardner, and Anton LaVey, Hugh Urban
traces the emergence of sexual magic out of older western esoteric traditions including Gnosticism and
Kabbalah, which were progressively fused with recently-discovered eastern traditions such as Hindu and
Buddhist Tantra. His study gives remarkable new insight into sexuality in the modern era, specifically on
issues such as the politics of birth control, the classification of sexual "deviance," debates over
homosexuality and feminism, and the role of sexuality in our own new world of post-modern spirituality,
consumer capitalism, and the Internet.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Severino:

The book Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a very important thing like a book Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western
Esotericism? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Phillip Herzog:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western
Esotericism book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer associated with Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western
Esotericism content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Magia
Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Reta Zimmer:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism this e-
book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that



reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Magia Sexualis:
Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism.
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